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The project explores the relations between 
graves and monumental enclosures in 
the southern range of the north group of 
the TRB. This is achieved by working in 
two microregions in central and western 
Schleswig-Holstein: Büdelsdorf / Borg-
stedt and Albersdorf (fi g. 1). In both re-
gions an enclosure is situated close to a 
number of monumental tombs. The char-

acter of these monuments however dif-
fers in many aspects. This provides the 
opportunity to investigate the function of 
different enclosures, megalithic and non-
megalithic tombs as well as their refer-
ences to the surrounding landscape, and 
to retrace developments of social differ-
entiation processes in the societies of the 
Early- and Middle Neolithic.

In Büdelsdorf an enclosure was investigated by 
rescue excavations between 1968 and 1974. The 
complex is surrounded by a system of ditches 
and palisades (fi g. 7). Internal buildings were dis-
covered, however the reconstruction is diffi cult 
due to the poor preservation conditions of the 
post holes. The main occupation phase of the 
enclosure is apparently the transition between 
Early and Middle Neolithic. 12 round mounds 
and long barrows in Borgstedt, around 800 m 
northeast, ten of which have been investigated 
during the last 40 years, appear to have been 
used coincidentally with the enclosure. Grave ori-
entation pointing towards the enclosure makes 
their immediate reference obvious. The evalua-
tion of the numerous features and fi ndings from 
Büdelsdorf and Borgstedt is another focal point 
within the project.

Fig. 1: The micro-regions “Büdelsdorf / Borg-
stedt” and “Albersdorf“ in Schleswig-Hol-
stein and location of the enclosures and 

grave monuments in both regions.

Fig. 6: Dieksknöll: 
Profi le of a ditch with 
recuttings and inten-
tional fi llings.

Fig. 5: 
Dieksknöll: 
Aerial photo-
graph of the 
enclosure dur-
ing excavation 
this year.

Fig. 7: Büdelsdorf: Floor 
plan of the enclosure 
with excavated areas 
(highlighted in red). 
After Hingst 1981.

Subject of the fi rst fi eld campaign in 2009 was 
the megalithic tomb „Brutkamp“ in Albersdorf. A 
geophysical prospection suggested widely un-
disturbed features and the small trench opened 
in front of the entrance area of the polygonal 
dolmen showed the expected continuation of a 
circular grave border built of large stones (fi g. 
2). The gravemound fi ll contained a huge stone 
packing. The predominant part of ceramic fi nds 
suggest the MN I – IV as primary utilisation phase. 
A later use of the tomb is probably represented 
by a large cupmarked stone (fi g. 3) and two fl int 
daggers from the upper part of the main layer.

Brutkamp

Büdelsdorf

The enclosure „Dieksknöll“ in the southwest of 
Albersdorf was discovered by aerial pictures 
in the early 1990s. Excavations and surveys 
proved that the area of around 10 ha was sur-
rounded by several segments of a ditch in three 
directions and partly by a palisade (fi g. 4). The 
scarce fi nds pointed to an early neolithic dating 
of the enclosure. Further geophysical investiga-
tions took place this winter and the following ex-
cavation concentrated on a passage as well as 
a part of the enclosed area on 500 m² (fi g. 5). 
At the center of interest lay the exceptional pas-
sage construction. The profi les of the ditches 
displayed several phases of intentional fi llings 
and recuttings, known also from Sarup (fi g. 6).

Dieksknöll

Fig. 2: Brutkamp: Eleva-
tion model, fl oor plan and 
excavation trench. 
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Fig. 3: Brutkamp: Stone with cupmarks from 
the fi lling layer. (Drawing K. Winter)

Fig. 4: Dieksknöll: En-
closure with surveys, 
excavation trenches 
and aerial photograph 
from 2010 during the 
excavation. 
After Arnold 1993.


