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Within the priority programme project 
„Megaltihic structures and settlement pat-
terns in eastern Holstein during the TRB“ 

several surveys and excavations have tak-
en place in the middle Trave valley and the 
western Oldenburg rift so far:

The neolithic site Bad Oldesloe LA 154 
(Wolkenwehe), situated to the north of 
the town of Bad Oldesloe, lies in a low 
moor, the so called Brenner Moor which 
is part of the middle Trave lowland (1). 
The Brenner Moor is characterized by a 
remarkable halophytic vegetation. 
The formerly supposed expansion of the 
neolithic site to the west could be proven 
false by a drilling survey as well as sur-

vey trenches, whereas the 2009 follow-
up investigation of the 2008 excavation 
campaign in the main area of the site has 
yielded extensive neolithic find material 
(2) and quite a number of wooden stakes 
(3a and b). A system of ditches (4, A), 
known already from excavations in the 
1950s, could be re-localised and for the 
first time Wolkenwehe rendered a proof 
of cereals.

The neolithic site Oldenburg LA 77 is lo-
cated on an elevation of the western Ol-
denburg rift valley, and has been investi-
gated with the help of six trenches (5), all 
of them displaying a concentration of finds 
and features on the southern side of the 
sloping area (6–7). The finds (8; 9) indicate 

a neolithic dating of the place. Particularly 
remarkable is the fact that the site contains 
terrestrial as well as wetland features (10). 
Due to the exceedingly good preservation 
of organic material i.e. wooden stakes or 
posts (11) and cereals, the site offers an 
outstanding potential for further research.
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(10) Oldenburg LA 77; 2009; Eastern profile of trench.


